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but the method of their formation and the details of their structure
are very different from those found in other plants. However,
their general make-up is usually considered to be more like that of
plants than that of animals.
Plasmodiophoraceae. There are a number of parasitic forms
which appear to be rather closely related to the Myxomycetes.
They are sometimes included in the Myxomycetes^ but are more
usually placed by specialists among the fungi, chiefly because they
are parasites. Prominent among these are the PlasmodiophorcLceae.
Some of these cause serious plant diseases (Fig. 654).
The spores are formed in the cells of the host plant rather than
in sporangia (Fig. 655), A spore germinates to produce a swarm-
spore as in the Myxomycetes (Fig. 656). The swarmspores enter
cells of a host and become distributed in these cells as amoebae
(Fig. 655). 'The amoebae become distributed in an Increasingly
large number of cells of-the hosts by migrating through the cell
walls (Fig. 657) and also "by the divisions of the host cells them-
selves. After a time the amoebae in a cell unite to form a plasmo-
diuin which divides up to form spores (Fig. 658). Among the
best-known of the Plasmodiophoraceae is Plasmodiophora "brassicae,
which causes clubroot of cabbage and similar plants (Fig. 654).